
• 

IN MEMORIAM 

IN MEMORIAM 

CLAUDE WILSON 

1860-1937 

115 

THE death of Claude Wilson within a few weeks of attaining his 
seventy-seventh birthday came as a terrible shock to his many 
friends. Few of us even knew that he was ill, but in the manner of 
his passing none can regret that there was no lingering illness. We 
can but quote his own words in Lord Conway's obituary: 'the 
best we can wish for those that we love is that they may be spared 
prolonged and hopeless ill health.' His brain remained clear up to 
the last twenty-four hours and he suffered no pain. The end occurred 
on October 31. 

With Claude Wilson's death an epoch of mountaineering comes to 
an end. He was of those who made guideless and Alpine history 
from Montenvers in the early 'nineties, of whom but Collie, Kesteven, 
Brad by, ~olly and Charles Pasteur still survive. That school, in 
which Mummery and Morse were perhaps the most prominent 
examples, was not composed of specialists. Its members had learnt 
their craft under the best Valais and Oberland guides; they were 
equally-proficient on rocks or on snow. It mattered little who was 
acting as leader in the ascent or last man in the descent. They were 
prepared to turn back if conditions or weather proved unfavourable. 
They took chances as all mountaineers are forced to do at times
but no fatal accidents, no unfortunate incidents, marred that great 
page of Alpine history, a page not confined to Mont Blanc alone but 
distributed throughout the Western Alps. 
. Claude Wilson was born on December 7, 186o, near Liverpool. 
His brothers Francis and Herbert Wilson, long deceased, were promi
nent members of the Club, to \vhich Claude was elected in February 
188o. He served on the Committee 1897-9, as Vice-President 
1922-4, and was elected President in 1929. He was a membre 
d'honneur of the C.A.F., and an ordinary member of the S.A.C. and 
D.u.O.A.-V. On many occasions he served as an extra member of 
the A.C. Committee. 

With the exception of Freshfield and Coolidge there is probably 
no past or present member of the Club who has contributed so much 
to the ALPINE JouRNAL. Claude read his first paper ' Climbing in 
Norway' on June 1, 1886. His last was read on April 6, 1937, 
' Climbing in the -'Sixties and 'Seventies.' Many of these are of 
extreme value, notably ' Corno Bianco,' ' Dent d'Herens,' 'Bre
gaglia Group,' 'Minor Rock Climbs from Courmayeur,' 'Col de Ia 
Brenva,' ' Brenva Face of Mont Blanc.' All are charming as well 
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as wittily written. His notes and reviews are innumerable ; more
over he has contributed many In Memoriams of his friends, included 
in which obituaries are to be found Percy Thomas, R. L. Harrison, 
Wicks, Adrian Wilson, W. A. Wills, Ellis Carr, George Morse, H . F. 
Montagnier, Conway and Mothersill the last two in the November 
1937 number of the JouRNAL. In these said obituaries, perhaps the 
most thankless and trying tasks that fall to author or editor alike, he 
was able to render a tribute free from exaggeration, outspoken, and yet 
imbued with the innate delicacy of mind and feeling so characteristic 
of our friend. 

A word concerning the guides who accompanied Claude in his 
early and -later Alpine days would certainly not come amiss. We 
find among these, the brothers Alexander, Franz and Alois Burgener, 
the latter's son and grandson, Siegfried and Sigismund of Eisten, 
Emile and Henri Rey of Courmayeur, Alfred and Franc;ois Simond of 
Chamonix, Ulrich and Christian Almer III, Christian Kaufmann of 
Grindelwald ; last and not least Christian Klucker of Sils. Of the 
latter I would quote Claude Wilson's own words from the privately 
printed Epitome of Fifty Years' Climbing (1933), 'I have no hesita
tion in placing Christian Klucker as the best guide I have ever 
been with the perfect mountaineer, the perfect guide one of 
nature's gentlemen.' But of the entire list of 3 6o great expeditions 
accomplished by Claude Wilson, 238 were made without guides. 
Selecting the principal ones only, we publish his list from 1877 :-

t877· Wetterhorn, etc. 
1878. Laquinhorn, Monte Rosa, Finsteraarhorn, Trugberg. 
1879. Eiger, Schreckhorn, Matterhorn, Ober Gabelhorn, Zinal 

Rothorn, W eisshorn. 
t88o. Grand Combin, traverse from and to Bourg St. Pierre (1), 

Grandes J orasses. 
I 88 I. N. America : M t. Washington,. etc. 
1882. Weissmies S. face, first ascent. Dent Blanche. Search 

party for victims of Gabbett-Lochmatter disaster. Dom from and 
to Randa. Wellenkuppe. 

1883. Aiguilles de Blaitiere, Tacul, Moine, Tsa, Zinal Rothorn. 
1884. Lauterbrunnen Breithorn, Bliimlisalphorn, Rimpfischhorn, 

climbs from 'Eagle's Nest,' Sixt. 
1885. Norway: Several first ascents. See A.J. 13. 144-60. 
1886-7. Climbs in Scotland, Cumberland and Wales. 
1888. Monte Rosa, Trifthorn from and to Zermatt in 10 hours. 
1889. Grands Charmoz traverse, first by guideless party. 
1890. Aiguille du Moine, new route. La Nonne, new route. 

Grand Dru from Montenvers. First attempt on Dent du Requin 
('Pic C. W.,' or 'Peak round the Corner'). 

1891. Les Periades, further attempt on Dent du Requin. 
1892. Pte. Lemercier, new route. Pic Bourcet, La Meije, S. 

Aiguille d' Arves, Aiguille de Grepon, attempt from ' C.P.' Aiguille 
de Grepon from ' C.P.', first guideless ascent. 
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1893. E. Levanna, Cima di Breuil, Gran Paradiso, Grivola, 
Aiguille -Noire de Peteret, Dent du Requin, attempt by Cheminee 
Fontaine (July 25, the day after Mummery's successful ascent). 
Aiguille d' Argentiere, new route. Another attempt on Dent du 
Requin, Aiguille de Grepon, first guideless S.-N. traverse (Montenvers 
dep. 03.oo, summit o9.30, N. peak 12.40, Montenvers arr. 17.50). 

1894. Corno Bianco, twice, new routes, A.J. 17. 475-92. 
Lyskamm, Chateau des Dames, Punta des Cors, Tour de Cretan, 
Dent d'Herens, traverse Breuil-Praraye. Matterhorn from Breuil, 
Becca di Guin, Aiguille des Glaciers. 

1895. Croda da Lago, Kl. Zinne, Pala diS. Martino, Cimone della · 
Pala, Sass Maor-Cima della Madonna, all guideless. Piz Roseg, Piz 
Bernina via ' Scharte.' 

1896. Monte Viso, S. Aiguille d' Arves, A.J. 40. 12 sqq. Aiguille 
de Ia Grande Sassiere, Petits Charmoz, new route. Petit Dru, Dent 
du Requin, new route, A.J. 39· 109-10 . 

. 1897. Levanna, Central peak, Colle Perduto, Ciarforon, new route 
from Ceresole, Tour de Creton, Jumeaux de Valtournanche, new 
route, A.J. 20. 186-7. 

1898. ,Gr. Aletschhorn, new route, A .. J. 19. 251. Wellhorn, 
Renfenjoch, Unter Wellborn, Schreckhorner (Gr. and Kl.), Jungfrau
joch-Monchjoch; Wengern Alp-Grindelwald. 

I8gg. Pointe de Balme Rousse, Crete de Vera Pervoz, S. and 
Central peaks, first ascent, A.J. I g. 596. Breche d' Alvau, Roche 
Faurio. 

I goo. Petites Dents de Veisivi, Aiguilles Rouges d' Arolla, Aiguille 
de la Tsa (two traverses), Douves ·Blanches, Mt. Collon, Dents des 
Bouquetins, Dent Blanche, Bietschhorn traverse, Ried dep. oo.oo, 
top 10.30, Ried arr. 19.10. Tellispitze, Petersgrat. 

I90I. La Cuccagna, Levanna E. peak, Grivola, Rutor, Aiguille de 
Ia Brenva, new route. Aiguille du Geant, Courmayeur dep. 23.45, 
summit 1o.oo, Courmayeur arr. 17.IO. 

I 902. Strahlegg, Lauteraarjoch, Eiger, W etterhorn, Schreckhorn 
traverse, Jungfrau from Rottal and attempt on unclimbed N.E. arete, 
Schreckhorn, first by S.W. arete from and to Grindelwald (A.J. 
21. 269, soo-3)~ Schmadrijoch. . 

I 903. Monte Rosa, etc. Brei thorn N. face, Matterhorn from 
Riffelalp. 

I 904. Aiguille de Trio let, new route. Col des Hirondelles, Col 
de Miage, Courmayeur-St. Gervais. Aiguille de Talefre, new route. 
Aiguille de Blaitiere, Mont Blanc from Col du Midi, Aiguille de la 
Brenva, first N .-8. traverse ; explored Pere Eternel. Col de la Brenva, 
Courmayeur dep. 20.20, Col 20.10, Grands Mulets arr. 22.30.1 

A ... 1. 26. 264-SJ . 
. 1905. Grande Casse, Mt. Pourri, Bee de l'Invergnan, Aiguille du 

Geant, Mont Rouge du B.rouillard, Aiguille de Tronchey, Mont Rouge 

1 July 28-29. With J. H. Wicks and E. H. F. Brad by. In the ice conditions 
prevailing, C. W. always considered this expedition to be his greatest. • 
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de Peteret, first ascent. Tour Ronde, traverse, Courmayeur dep. 
02.30, summit 15.40 (with 2 hrs. on Col du Geant), Courmayeur arr. 
23.00. 

I9o6. Aiguilles du Tour, des Grands Charmoz, Mont Blanc from 
Tete Rousse, Aiguille du Chardonnet, Tour Noir, Aiguilles Verte 
and du Petit Dru (attempts, bad conditions). 

I907. Many passes in W. Lepontines. Cima di Jazzi from 
Macugnaga to Zermatt. M. dep. oi.Io, summit I6.3o, Z. arr. 2I.45· 
(Terrible blizzard ; Bradby and C. W. arrived at Zermatt still covered 
\vith ice!). Portjengrat, Lenzspitze-Nadelhorn, Portjengrat, second 
traverse. 

Igo8. Piz Bacone, Sciora di Fuori, Cima del Largo, etc., see in 
general A.J. 24. 38I sqq. 

I 909. Passo di Mello, Monte Disgrazia, Piz Badile, etc. 
I9IO. Aiguille Rouge de Rochefort, new route. Tour de Jetoula, 

Monte Gruetta, Mt. Rouge de Gruetta, etc., see A.J. 25. 495 sqq. 
I 9I I. Wetter horn, \¥inter ascent. Vertainspitze, Ortler, twice. 

Hohe Angelus; Konigsspitze, Zebru, Schrotterhorn-Kreilspitze
Konigsspitze-Zebru, Western Ferro, Ago di Sciora, Cima di Zocca, 
traverse, etc. 

I9I2. Passes in western Pennines, Mont Pleureur, Grand Combin, 
Wellenkuppe, Kienhorn, Trifthorn. 

1913. Pizzo Ligoncio, Torrione del Ferro, attempt. 2 

Fiorelli, traverse. Merdarola points, Cima del Calvo, La 
Passo di Bondo, Cima Codera after one attempt, Ago di 
attempt from Ago Glacier. Dente del Lupo. 

Punta 
Sfinge, 
Sci ora, 

I914. Mettenberg, new route. Eiger-Rotstock, new route. A.J. 
29. 358. Gwachten, Monch N. face. 

1920. Aiguille des Grands Montets, several Aiguilles Rouges de 
Chamonix, Petits Charmoz, Les Periades, Aiguille du Chardonnet, 
several more Aiguilles Rouges. 

192I. Gwachtenjoch, Wetter horn, etc . 
. 

2 My first expedition with C. W., July 5, a very curious day: the party, 
C. W., Wicks and I with a young Valaisan porter, a man of superb physique, 
great climbing powers and absolutely no sense of direction, started very early 
from Masino-Bagni in Wicks' car. Proceeding in inky darkness from S. 
Martino, we ascended Val Ferro mostly by a precipitous but dry waterfall. 
Having accomplished nine-tenths of the glen, Wicks suffering from an attack 
of mountain sickness, fell out. The remainder attempted Torrione by a very 
steep and blind rock gully in the S. face. Half-way up the gully was choked 
by enormous ice stalactites, and a heavy fall of same occurred. As such 
continued, party fled incontinently, C. W. and I with our rucksacks over our 
heads. The porter however preferred, on a fall of ice occurring, to bend 
double, presenting his stem to the attack. The latter proved shell-proof, 
enormous blocks of ice ricochetted off it without the slightest apparent 
effect, both C. W. and I being hit by the splinters also without damage. On 
attaining the base, we bore W. and then N. in appalling heat, and eventually 
reached the Passo del Ferro. Wicks could be seen (and heard) sheltering 
under a boulder far below. C. W. glissaded down in a few minutes and re
joined Wicks. The porter and I continued over the W. Ferro peak to Passo 
di ·Bon do and down Val Porcellizzo, the two detachments eventually reaching 
Masino-Bagni at exactly the same moment, that .. evening. 

• 
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1922. Monte del Forno, Cima del Largo traverse, C. W. leading. 
Piz Bacone, Piz Lagrev, new route. Ago di Sciara, attempt. 

I923. 11 Gallo, Pioda di Sciara, Ago di Sciara with Klucker, etc. 
I 924. . Dents du Midi, de Morcles, etc. 
I925. Galenstock traverse, Basodino, Galengrat, Strahlegg. 
I926. Le Buet, several Aiguilles Rouges de Chamonix. 
1927. Eigerhornli twice, Wetterhorn after one attempt, Monch, 

Galengrat, Berglistock attempt. 3 

I 928. Le Sirac reached tooth level with summit. Galenstock, 
Dammastock, Monte Leone, etc. 

I 929. Piz Corvatsch traverse, Cime Vazzeda-di Rosso, Piz Tre
moggia traverse, Piz Linard, Cima del Largo, etc. 

I930. Habicht, Hohe Villerspitze, Feuerstein, Schlickersee
Manndln, Marchreissenspitze traverse, etc. 

193 I. Parseierspitze, Tchengelser Hochwand traverse. 
1932. Many peaks in western Pennines, including Dent Jaune of 

Dents du Midi. 
I 93 3. Piz and Fuorcla Lagrev, Piz J ulier, etc. 
1934. Oetztal: Spiegel-Schalfkogel. 
1935. Tschingellochtighorn, Grand Perron, Luisin, Cheval Blanc. 
1936. Walks and glacier passes in Silvrettas. 
I 937. Titlis attempt, W endenstock to summit-ridge. 
In his Epitome of Fifty Years' Climbing, Claude Wilson states that 

he made 169 expeditions with Wicks, I57 with Bradby, 48 with 
' Billy ' Wills, 38 with Kesteven, and I9 with Morse. With me as 
a companion,_ he made about 25. Up to 1914, Wilson's parties were 
famous for their avoidance of Club huts. They were wont to start 
from inns in distant valleys, often before midnight, walk all through 
the night, climb their peak, and descend to some inn on the far side. 
I believe that in one season, Claude had light kits reposing at Cour
mayeur and Chamonix, Masino-Bagni and Promontogno, Zermatt and 
Breuil. Post-war 'civilization' has put an end to all that, while 
Continental climbers spend a week on a peak, regardless of weather, 
crouching in a sleeping-sack lashed to a piton. Claude Wilson was 
no member of that school ; he climbed for pleasure, not misery and 
eventual disaster. 

Taking him simply as an all-round mountaineer, Claude Wilson 
has never been surpassed. Others no doubt have been better rock
climbers, his short stature and reach being a disadvantage to him. 
Nevertheless his skill was such that he was able to overcome any step 
at all reasonable. On ice he was a fine step-cutter, others again have 
been quicker, but no sounder. He was past his best when I first 
climbed with him, but his judgment and general ability remained 
unimpaired to the last. He never wore crampons when I was with 
him, in fact, I believe that his crossing of the Col de Ia Brenva in 1904 
was the solitary occasion on which he relapsed. If forced into 

3 C. W. was turned back on this peak owing to weather on at least six 
different occasions. The same occurred in 1937, his last season . 

• 
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dangerous positions I have never seen a man with similar contempt 
of falling stones or other missiles 1 As a young man, he assured me 
that he could keep up with Morse and Wicks, two notoriously fast 
starters, but in later times his pace decreased yearly over easy ground 
either up or down hill. On difficult terrain he could, till very recently, 
more than hold the pace of an average party. In his last .season, 1937, 
age had begun to te11. From Engstlenalp and Rosenlaui, Claude, 
although still capable of mountain walks like the Satteli, was unable 
from lack of speed not stamina to reach any summits. He failed · 
to climb Titlis, but arrived within 200 ft. of the summit of Wenden
stock. As related in A.J. 49· 167 sqq., bad weather prevented a 
Golden-Jubilee ascent of his favourite Wetterhorn. Fortunately 
perhaps, as the long descent to the top of the U rbachtal and walk 
thence to Innertkirchen tried him severely. He knew his powers so 
well that he was confident of catching the last Meiringen-Rosenlaui 
'bus, instead of which we were in time for the evening one. His 
last mountain walk was with his grand-daughter, Diana, from Rosenlaui 
to Grindelwald via the slopes of the Schwarzhorn. On his return 
next day I carried his sack from the Scheidegg to Rosenlaui, where we 
parted for the last time. 

Claude Wilson was indeed the perfect companion and mountaineer. 
Many besides those privileged to his friendship can appreciate his 
unselfishness his extraordinary kindness. I wonder how many 
sick or injured Claude has attended in mountain inns or chalets. 
He seemed always to have an inexhaustible supply of medicaments 
available for ill or damaged natives. Whatever the circumstances, 
whatever the time of night, none appealed for his gratuitous help in 
vain. His sense of humour must have cheered many a sick-bed. 

Of the numberless services rendered to the cause of mountaineering 
and to the Alpine Club, we must not forget his book on the former. 4 

It can be said that an addition of half -a-dozen pages would suffice to 
bring a n~w -edition up to date. For its price, 2s., it is surpassed by 
no other publication of the past or present. 

When I compare this brief notice with what Claude Wilson has 
written so often in these pages concerning departed friends, I am fully 
conscious of its shortcomings. Let it suffice that for us his com
panions, ·the Alps can never be quite the same again. 

I 
·E. L. S. 

A$ I climbed with Claude Wilson for a longer period than any member 
of the.·Club ·now living, I have been invited by the Editor to add a short 
note to the In Menioriain notice. · · 
·. It was in July 1896 that l ·met Claude and J. H. Wicks at Montenvers·. 
I had>··previou~ly been climbitj.g for some years alone with a guide, and 
some ·time8. a _ guid~- and porter, and had· never met any other English 
climber ··except Farrar for a. few hours one -evening at La Berarde. 

· ··. ·,· Moun-tilin~erit:zg: An Englan<;i S~r!es, .Ge9!g~- ]:3ei1 and_~o~~, 1893'; .. =. 
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It has, I believe, been suggested that the older members of the Club 
are somewhat 'standoffish,' but both Wicks and Claude were most 
kind in giving me advice, suggested that they would be glad t<? help 
me to become a member of the Club, and subsequently asked me to 
join their party in July of the following year. It is to them to a great 
extent that I owe some of the happiest days of my life. 

Claude's climbing career has been fully dealt with above, but I should 
like to stress the following points. During the whole of the fifty years 
and more that he was climbing, neither he nor any of his party had 
a serious accident. He had a wonderful capacity for mastering the 
topography of a new district and in a short time of making a map of 
the same which was useful to climbers. He always knew exactly where 
he had been, and could write an accurate and clear description of the 
route he had taken. When, with enthusiasm but inexperience, I would 
suggest some obviously dangerous expedition, he would say that he 
enjoyed climbing so much that he did not wish to end his climbing 
career, nor .to endanger the lives of any search party. It is, of course, 
natural that I should be inclined to exaggerate his climbing capacity, 
and no doubt the standard of climbing is higher to-day than when 
Claude was at his best ; but I feel sure that any member of the Club 
who studied his climbing record (privately printed), the scope of his 
climbs, and his many first ascents, noting that he was one of the early 
guideless climbers,_ could only come to one conclusion, namely, that 
he will always be numbered amongst the great mountaineers of this 
Club. . . 

Wilson's family were Quakers, and in 1886 he married Miss Guthrie, 
granddaughter of the Rev. Dr. Thomas Guthrie, who was one of the 
prominent members of the disruption movement in Scotland and 
founder of the Ragged Schools. 

And what of the man himself? It would be so easy to make him 
out a plaster saint it is so difficult to give a true description in a few 
words: A climbing companion and friend is in many respects different 
from other friends. · One cannot climb with a ·man alone for a month, 
and at other times be with him on mount~ins in bad weather and good, 
on days when everything went right and on · days when everything 
went w~ong, on those _delightf~l off days amongst the meadows and 
the· -flowers when all food tasted so good and the mind was full · of 
contentment and peace and all worries and cares were forgotten, 
withou:t ·knowing that man inside out. Wilson had his small faults 
as . we. all have, but they only threw his sterling qualities into greater 
relief, and we often loye a man just as much for his small faults and 
peculi~rit~es ·as for· his virtues. He ·had a very peculiar personality 
but" a· very charming and simple ·one when· once · you knew him. He, 
no doubt," owed "his_ ·success as . a docto-r as· inuch to his commonsense as 
to· his · mediGaFk~owledge·. : He never-gave an opinion upon a subject 
which he did not" know, and. was somewhat intolerant of those who did. 
With· ·his --interest in . all: things-:·about --him, it is needless to say that he· 
made a charming companion. He had · a keen sense· of humour, was 
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hospitable, generous to a fault, with a profound insight into human 
nature and a really wonderful sympathy and kindness for those who 
were ill or distressed. It is sad to be the last survivor of a party of 
three, Wicks, Claude and myself, who climbed so happily and for so 
many seasons together, but I shall always feel proud that I was asked to 
join that party before I was a member of the Club, proud that I could 
count Claude amongst my greatest and truest friends. 

E. H. F. B. 

The Editor has kindly invited me, as one of Claude Wilson's old 
friends who climbed vvith him in his earlier days, to add a few words 
to Col. Strutt's Obituary notice. 

I had known him for about fifty years and made my first climb with 
him in the Alps forty-three years ago, and two years later I began to 
climb regularly with him and Wicks. 

Col. Strutt mentions that when he began to climb with him he was 
past his best as regards his walking powers, but in his earlier days he, 
Wilson, was a wonderful walker. I have been on some very long 
expeditions with him, and I never saw him appear tired. He was one 
of the fastest walkers downhill that I ever met. 

He was a most delightful climbing companion with a great fund of 
quiet humour. 

Few men can have had a gre.ater love for the mountains than he had, 
and as is shown above he hardly missed a season during his whole 
sixty years of climbing. 

His death will leave a great blank among his large circle of friends, 
for not only did he keep up all his old friendships but, as time went on, 
he made many friends of a younger generation. 

It was only in recent years that I came to know Claude Wilson per
sonally. His name had been familiar to me long before I was elected 
to the Alpine Club, for he had a big reputation in Switzerland. All 
climbers or nearly all knew of Wilson's guideless achievements on 
the Charmoz and the Grepon, which in our eyes, at any rate before 
the War, were regarded as 'le superlatif absolu et le superlatif relatif 
en matiere de difficulte.' 

In 1932 H. F. Montagnier suggested I should join him at Finhaut, 
where he proposed to spend some time with Claude Wilson. And on 
a fine July day I arrived to find Montagnier and Wilson sunning them-. 
selves on the balcony of the Hotel Bristol, with a ·young guide from 
Eisten. 

Could this be Wilson, the hero of those desperate, stubborn en
counters with the granite rocks, this short figure that looked so 
unobtrusive and refined and as I soon discovered was the cas.e so 
sensitive in feeling ? A strong link, and one that I had not expected, 
was soon disclosed in music. Here our tastes proved to be akin, and 
on that first day, as on many other days, our talk was mote of Chopin 
than of the Chamonix Aiguilles. 
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The young guide was Sigismund Burgener, a son of Siegfried. 
Wilson, great guideless climber as he was, had been with both of them, 
and even with the grandfather ! 

Rain interfered greatly with our plans. That year we only got up 
the Clacher du Luisin and the Luisin ( 9150 ft.) after a night at Salanfe. 
There we dined at a table above which a grateful and well-informed 
landlord has now hung a portrait of Henry F. Montagnier. 

Burgener, Wilson and Montagnier climbed on one rope, I, if I may 
so describe it, on the other. I was put into the lead as having special 
knowledge of the peak. I was able to admire Wilson's ease of move
ment, his skill and experience, his perfect manipulation of the rope, 
and yet he was a long way the oldest member of the party. Being 
anxious to spare his wind, he did not climb fast, but in what faultless 
style ! He, on his side, kept an eye on me, and familiar though I was 
with the ridge, I was quite afraid of getting flustered and losing the 
way. But Wilson was not watching me as certain guides have a way 
of doing, and I felt he must have been just the man to have with you 
to steady the nerves and help one to keep a cool head in a tight place. 
The Clacher, with its tricky descent on the doubled rope and its 
curious tunnel, delighted Wilson ; so much so, that he was anxious to 
repeat the climb another year. 

We met again at Finhaut in 1935,5 without Montagnier. In him, 
death had removed a friend very dear to both of us. The guide 
Fran~ois Delez was with us on our climbs. Shortly before, Wilson 
had sent me, though not without considerable hesitation on account 
of his extreme modesty, two short musical compositions. The poetry, 
the simplicity and the sincerity of these two pieces are a faithful 
reflection of the charm and delicacy of feeling of the author. 

' I go slower than ever,' Wilson had told me. But he had lost 
none of his surefootedness and power of endurance. A series of 
exceptionally fine days free from storms allowed us to climb without 
any hurry, and only once did we have to quicken up, as you will see. 

On the Luisin and its Clocher our good Delez, who was rather per
turbed at having to guide such an aged climber, expressed his amaze
ment : ' Quel chamois il a du etre, le docteur ! , 

One night we slept at Emosson, at the foot of Les Perrons, in a hovel 
with a sloping roof and a door that would not shut and let the draughts 
whistle through it. There we had a long discussion on Busoni, whose 
pupil and friend I had been, and on the strange works he produced, 
better known to Londoners than they are either to Parisians or to 
Swiss. 

On the way down from the Grand Perron Wilson resolved to try to 
bring off the long traverse of the Buet from Emosson to Pierre a Berard, 
after one or possibly two slack days. This is an expedition that 
many youngsters of twenty might find a tiring day, owing to its length 
and the pitiless stretches of scree above the plateau of Le Vieux 

. 
5 A.J. 49· 173. • 
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Emosson which make access to the Cheval Blanc disagreeable. And it 
was certainly no longer early in the day when we crossed the top of 
the Buet, which posed as a proud 4000 m. peak with a vast cornice 
curling over. Nevertheless, Wilson was keen to catch the last train 
from the Buet station to Finhaut. What a scamper we had from 
Pierre a Berard to the station ! Wilson was simply amazing. We just 
caught our train. 

That was our last expedition. The following January Wilson came 
to pay us a visit in Paris. Together we listened to a concert given by 
the Lamoureux orchestra. We parted with the se.al upon our friendship 
of that music which he loved even as he loved mountains. 

E. R. B. 

The honour of the Fellowship of the Royal College of Physici~ns of 
London is rarely conferred except on men attached to one of the great 
Medical Schools, or on those who have achieved distinction in one of 
the State Services. It was therefore very gratifying to Dr. Wilson, 
and also to his many friends, when he was elected F.R.C.P. in 1933, 
despite the fact that his professional life had been spent in a small 
provincial town, where there is no medical school, nor adequate 
facilities for research work. Despite these difficulties, Dr. Wilson 
managed to contribute in no small degree towards the advancement 
of medical knowledge. He was one of the first to describe what was 
then thought to be a rare and usually familial disease acholuric 
jaundice. Thanks to the work of Dr. Wilson and others we now know 
that this disease is quite common ; we can recognise it with certainty 
and can cure it by removal of the spleen. 

Dr. Wilson was also early in the field of electro-cardiography, but 
from the first he recognised a fact which has escaped some of his 
successors in this work, namely, that the electro-cardiogram is only 
a part, and sometimes an unimportant part, of the diagnostic whole. 
For Claude Wilson, as for every competent doctor, the patient and 
his symptoms always came first, though he never failed to make proper 
us~ of all modern ancillary methods of diagnosis. · 

But while recognising his very considerable scientific attainments, 
his patients and his friends will remember chiefly his most lovable 
personality. He brought peace of mind and courage to many, malice 
and uncharitableness to none, for he was utterly incapable . of an 
ignoble thought or action. Requiescat. in pace. · 

. ' . . . M. A. C. 

. 

WILLIAM ANDERTON BRIGG . . . . 

1.86.2-1938 , . . . 

STREN:UOU$ work and strenuou~ play were the marks of ·a ·very full 
and vigorous life. Son of Sir· John Brigg, M.P., W. A~ Brigg began 
his education at a technical school in Keighley and passed on to 
Giggleswick, and later to Trinity College, Cambridge, where in 
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addition to the ordinary degree of M.A. he took LL.M. After ten 
years at the Bar he dropped it in favour of the other branch of the 
Law, was admitted a solicitor and for some years practised in Keighley, 
becoming, however, more and more immersed in municipal affairs, 
until in 1912 he vvas chosen Mayor. The Great War found him still in 
that office, and for two years more he continued to bear the tremendous 
strain which that post involved. This practically put a stop to his 
Alpine career, which had begun with the Breithorn in 1886, followed 
by some four years of good home climbing, mainly in Cumberland 
and Scotland. In 1891 the Alps reasserted themselves and claimed 
him for almost unbroken annual seasons for twenty-four years, at first 
with guides but soon guideless, with such comrades as his twin brother 
J. J. (also a member of this Club since 1894), Eric Greenwood, Alfred 
Holmes, Cecil Slingsby, and (more rarely) G. Hastings and myself. 
The expeditions of the party 6 included all the principal high passes 
in every part of the Alps, and many good peaks, such as Breithorn, 
Dom, Weisshorn, Wetterhorn, Schreckhorn, Eiger, Matterhorn, 
Monte Rosa by the Crestone R ey, Mont Blanc by the Aiguilles Grises, 
Gran Paradiso (twice), Gross Venediger, Sorapis, Cristallo, Croda da 
Lago, Marmolata, Rutor, Velan, Grand Combin, Monte Viso by N.E. 
ridge, Disgrazia, Ortler, Adamello, Zinal Rothorn, Rimpfischhorn, 
Dent Parrachee, Tsanteleina, Mont Pourri, Similaun, and in Norway, 
Skagastolstind. 

He wrote articles for the ALPINE JouRNAL entitled ' The Alpine 
History of Monte Viso since 1882' (22. 136-141), 'A Pilgrimage to 
Monte Viso' (22. 290 sqq.), ' Through the Tarentaise and Beyond' 
(21. 215 sqq.), 'Mont Pourri: a note' (25. 236-241), and a topo
graphical, note on the Central Graians (21. 417-420). 

Alderman Brigg was a great lover of the open air, and excelled at 
all manly sports and pastimes, being a good man with a gun, tennis 
racket, golf club, skates and skis, a sturdY. cyclist and an indefatigable 
dancer. 

A handsome thing very quietly done was the purchase by him and 
his brother J. J. of the fine medieval hall of East Riddlesden, and its 
presentation to the public. 

A man of many hobbies, he had a keen eye for old furniture and old 
silver, was a Fellow of the Society of Genealogists, and was for some 
years editor of the Yorkshire Ramblers' Club Journal. 

W. P. H.-8. 

ARTHUR MIDDLEMORE BARTLEET 

1866- 1937 

OwiNG to the sudden and extremely sad death of Mr. Herbert 
Mothersill, the notes prepared by him for Arthur Bartleet's Obituary 

. 

6 A.J. 29. 300 sqq. (1914 season). 
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have been passed on to me in an incomplete form. As a tribute to 
these two great friends, the majority of vvhose expeditions were made 
in one another's company, we publish the full list of climbs so far as 
it is available, together with various extracts from letters communicated 
to Mr. Mothersill. E. L. S. 

On February 16, 1937, Arthur Bartleet passed away peacefully in 
his home at Edgbaston in his seventy-first year. He was born at the 
same place, November 13, 1866, was educated at Rugby, proceeding 
afterwards to Trinity College, Cambridge, where he took his degree 
in 1888. He was admitted a solicitor in 1892 and called to the Bar, 
Inner Temple, in I 896, practising for a time in the Chancery Division. 
In addition to his mountaineering, he was very fond of hunting and 
was known as an extremely bold rider with the Ledbury and Croome 
Hounds. A friend of his of thirty-five years' standing writes : ' He 
took to hunting almost as if he had been born in the saddle. I think 
I have never come across anyone who was so fond of the sport and who 
showed more wonderful nerve.' Bartleet was also a keen and useful 
golfer. 

But fond as Bartleet was of anything he took up, it is his record as 
a mountaineer which will interest his many friends of the Alpine Club
to which he was elected in 1896. His love of the mountains was 
hereditary, being as he was the nephew of the late Thomas Middlemore 
(1842-1923), whose Alpine career received special mention by Captain 
Farrar in A.J. 35· 271- 5. Bartleet's qualifications include Piz Bernina 
and other Engadine peaks, J ungfrau, W etterhorn·, Mittelhorn, Eiger, 
Schreckhorn, Jungfraujoch, Monch, Agassizhorn and Joch. In the 
Pennines we find Monte Rosa traverse, Rimpfischhorn, Weisshorn, 
Zinal Rothorn, Matterhorn traverse, Fletschhorn, Taschhorn tra
verse, Aiguille de la Tsa, Grand Combin, High Level route ; also 
Mont Blanc, Courmayeur-Chamonix. In the British Isles he did little 
climbing, but in 1900, with the well-known Lakes climber Joseph 
Collier, he accomplished several difficult ascents from Wastdale. 

In 1896, owing to impossible weather, Bartleet was able to accomplish 
little, but from 1897 to 1909, when for family reasons he gave up 
mountaineering to a certain extent, he visited many districts, in
eluding Dauphine, Ta~entaise, Graians, Pennines and Mont Blanc, 
and also the Dolomites. In all the following expeditions I was his 

• compan1on: 
1897. Traverse of Grands Charmoz and Aiguille de Grepon, 

Aiguille du Geant, Ober Gabelhorn traverse, followed next day by the 
Zinal Rothorn traverse, Dom, etc. 

1898. Lyskamm traverse, Matterhorn by Z'tnuttgrat, followed by 
another traverse of same peak to Breuil. Dent Blanche, Lenzspitze
Nadelgrat-Hohberghorn, etc. 

In 1900 Bartleet repeated the traverses of Grands Charmoz and 
Grepon, also Petits Charmoz, together with many other expeditions. 

I 90 I. Le Plaret, Grande Aiguille, Barre des Ecrins traverse, 
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Grande Ruine traverse, Aiguilles d' Arves, traverse of Grande Casse, 7 

various cols to V.E. hut in Easter:n Graians, Gran Paradiso, etc. 
1903. Croda da Lago traverse, Col Rosa traverse, Punta Fiammes 

traverse, Tofana di Mezzo traverse, Kleine Zinne traverse, Cristallo 
traverse, Fermedaturm traverse, Fi.inffingerspitze (Schmittkamin), 
Grohmannspitze, Rosengarten by S.E. face. 

1907. Aiguille du Plat, S.E. face. Col des Bans, Breche de la 
Meije, etc. Le Rateau via Col de la Girose. Western Ailefroide 
traverse, Col de la Traversette. Monte Viso traverse. Attempt on 
Brenva route of Mont Blanc defeated by avalanches and bad weather, 
resulting in 'new pass' (to Montenvers), between Mt. Maudit and 
Tour Ronde. Col de Talefre. Mont Blanc traverse, Col du Midi
Col de Voza. 

In addition to these climbs with me, Bartleet made many other 
. ascents, guideless and with guides, throughout the Western Alps. 
Among his Alpine friends and companions were Bradby, W. M. Baker, 
Hon. W. F. Lascelles, Rolleston, Claude Wilson, Claud Schuster, 
Solly, Strutt, H. K. Corning, and many others. He was a fine 
mountaineer and the best of companions. His first climb was Piz 

7 Extracted from A. M. B.' s diary : 'Ascent by W. arete, ordinary route, 
and first descent by E. arete [see A.J. 20. 536- 7 ; 40. I I4- 5], July 19. Leave 
Vanoise hut at OI.IO, wait for daylight 02.25- 03.00. Breakfast on top of shaly 
spur 05.3o-o6.I5. Summit o7.oo. Descent [by E. arete] at once. Keep to 
ridge fort hr., rocks very rotten. Forced off to right [S.] for another ! hr., rocks 
still very rotten. On regaining ridge -vve find rocks less rotten, but only for 
a short time. In t hr. we reach a broad snow ridge, o8. I 5. At o8.4o ,;ve are 
again forced off the arete and traverse considerably to the right, regaining the 
arete at o8.55. At 09.05 we reach a second short, level snow ridge. Then 
forced to right again and get back on to the arete at 09.25 ; at 09.30 we are on 
noticeable (from belo,;v) snow-covered flat-topped prominence or hump. 
Here we let down Josef [the party consisted of H. J. M. and A. M. B., with 
Adolf and Josef Schaller and Maximin Gaspard. Edito-r] to prospect ( .}- hr.) 
on the far, E., side of the hump. A. M. B. is let down after him with a piton 
to give to Josef. Josef is stationed on the top of a small gendarme, and tears 
slab after slab from the top of it to find something solid enough to hold the 
piton. The rest of the party slowly follow. Adolf says " Keep still, you shake 
the whole thing." This small gendanne is also very noticeable from the 
valley below. 

'Perhaps about IO.I5 or a little later v:e continue the descent (descending 
the gendarme by help of 120 ft. of spare rope doubled through the piton, 
which rope we left behind). The descent was slow and dangerous owing to 
the rottenness of the rock. We are forced so much to the right that I thought 
we had left the arete for good: but at 12.00 we regain it (we found an empty 
bottle somev.rhere about 12.oo). We continue till IS.I5, sometimes on the 
ar~te and sometimes forced to the right. At I 5. I 5 we leave the a rete finally, 
fixing a piton and letting ourselves down over the first piece. At I6.oo we 
feed, then descend a longish gully easy rocks grass slopes and long debris 
slopes, to the Col de la Vanoise, and reach the hut again at 20.30. 

' Josef, -vvho led on the descent, ·was often much d elayed by having to clear 
away rotten rock to get at something solid for us to climb on. At one time he 
spent half an hour cutting off the head of a gendarme. 

' The place where we finally left the a rete was at a deep depression just W. of 
the last large hump before reaching the Col de Ia Grande Motte. We had found 
the empty bottle on the arete p erhaps 2 hrs. above this place.' 
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Morteratsch in I888, and his last serious Alpine expedition, I believe 
in Igo8, was the traverse of Scerscen-Bernina. 

In I gog Bartleet was in the Y oho Valley of the Canadian Rockies, in 
the course of which tour he made several first ascents with members 
of the C.A. C. He published an interesting little pamphlet on the said 
trip entitled Two Englishmen in the Yoho Valley. He had been suffering 
from ill-health for two years before his lamented death. 

H. J. MOTHERSILL. 

ARTHUR GREGORY WHITTING 

I872- Ig37 

ARTHUR GREGORY WHITTING was born in London in I872. He was 
descended from an old Lincolnshire family and his father was a solicitor, 
a partner in and eventually head of the firm of I-I an bury, Whitting 
and Co., 62 New Broad Street, E.C. 2. He went to Charterhouse, 
and later to King's College, Cambridge, where his uncle Fred Whitting 
was for many years Vice-Provost. He took the Classical Tripos, and 
in due course his B.A. and M.A. degrees, and subsequently became a 
partner in his father's firm. Devoted to all forms of games and 
pastimes, he played Association football for the College with great 
success, although I do not think he was ever tried for the University. 

His father took him to the Alps as a boy, so his love of the moun
tains dated from very early days. He was elected to the Alpine Club 
in I go I, and served on the Committee from I 92g to I g3 I. 

The writer first climbed with him in I 8g6, and again in I 8g7 and I 8g8. 
An interval of some years somehow elapsed before we did any more 
mountaineering together, but our friendship remained as firm as ever. 
From 1898 onwards Arthur Whitting did a great deal of climbing 
with Alfred (now Sir Alfred) Booth, our fellow-member, whose sister 
he married in I gog. Mrs. Whitting was herself a keen mountaineer, 
and they climbed together for several years. 

His expeditions 'vith Alfred Booth were a great delight to them both, 
for to their love of the mountains and of climbing they added the 
spirit of the explorer, in so far as their opportunities allowed and 
there was such possibility in the Alps at that late date. Arthur 
Whitting always preferred to come down on the other side : ' much 
more sporting,' he was wont to say. · 

His first expedition with Alfred Booth 'vas across country from 
Saas to the Engadine, and they never slept twice in the same place 
if they could help it. The writer resumed his climbs with Whitting 
in I905, and since then has been out with him most years {Ig14 to 
1919 excepted), till 1931. He was very fond of the English hills also, 
and in his early days was frequently at Wasdale Head and elsewhere. 

Extraordinarily good in all branches of our craft, wiry, long-limbed, 
steady on rock as on ice, he possessed a kind of genial determination 
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which enabled him to triumph not only over technical difficulties 
but over all sorts of depressing circumstances as well. 

Always cheerful, whether sitting in a snowstorm, waiting with his 
customary optimism for the weather to clear, or breakfasting in an 
icy blast on the Finsteraarhorn or Monte Rosa, while the wine froze 
in the bottles, he was a tower of strength to his party and the best of 
companions on all occasions equally to young and old. He seemed 
quite untireable. The writer remembers his coming out from England 
to join forces at Zermatt in 1908, and agreeing with enthusiasm to the 
suggestion that we should go straight up to the bivouac for the 
Teufelsgrat! It need hardly be added that the writer had already 
had the advantage of some weeks' training in Dauphine. 

He stayed with me in November last, full of health and spirits, 
when we drove over to Cambridge for the Cambridge Alpine Club 
dinner, and back home the same night. It was therefore a great shock 
to learn that he had died suddenly at Boars Hill on December 20 while 
playing netball. He had retired from active work with his firm three 
years ago and made his home at Boars Hill, Oxford, where, as was 
his way, his friendliness had endeared him to everyone. Of late he 
had, with his usual enthusiasm, interested himself in the preservation 
of beautiful spots in the neighbourhood. 

It was a great cause of pleasure to him that his nephew by mar
riage, Peter Lloyd; was invited to join the 1938 expedition to Mount 
Everest. 

'Whom the gods love die young,' even if they live to a hundred. 

J. E. C. E. 

I HENRY CANDLER 

1864- 1937 

HENRY CANDLER, who died on November 23, 1937, at the age of 73, 
was born at Harleston, Norfolk, in I 864. He entered the War Office 
in 1882 and at the outbreak of the Boer War was sent to establish 
stationary depots at Durban and Pietermaritzburg for the Transvaal 
campaign. He returned to England in 1903 and continued at the War 
Office until after the Great War. In 1918 he was presented with the 
5th Class Order of the British Empire. Long hours and inadequate 
lighting at the War Office during the Great War caused the loss of 
sight of his left eye, which precipitated his retirement in 1919. 

From his boyhood he was accustomed to tramp in wild country, and 
on visits to Wales, Ireland, Brittany, the W. coast of Scotland, the 
Orkneys and Shetlands, he laid the foundations of a love for moun
tainous places, which later drew him inevitably into the company of 
climbers, and gave him a lasting appreciation of mountaineering. From 
the age of 27 until his death it was his habit to go to the Welsh hills 
for Christmas or Easter gatherings, and, save for the War years, to 
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spend most of his annual summer holidays in the Alps. He was an 
original member of the Climbers' Club, served on its Committee from 
1909 to 1912, and again from 1920 to 1924, was its Hon. Librarian 
from 1911 to 1928, and its Vice-President from 1913 to 1920. He was 
elected a member of the Alpine Club in 1905. 

He covered considerable ground in the Alps, climbing most of the 
major summits of the Oberland and Dolomites, and developed an 
attachment to Kandersteg and the Tarentaise, to both of which he 
returned again and again. He climbed also in the Pennine Alps, 
Oetztal, and Ortler groups, and made three attempts on Mt. Blanc, but 
was defeated by bad weather on each occasion. In Norway also he 
scrambled among the peaks of the Josterdalsbrae and Horungertinde, 
and shortly after the Great War he spent some months in the Pyrenees. 

During his three years' service in Natal he made occasional treks 
into the foothills of the Drakensberg on his ·pony ' Dick,' but the 
pressure of work prevented any real mountaineering expedition to the 
highest parts of the range. 

InN. Wales he had the misfortune to witness the death of L. S. 
Salt, on Lliwedd, in the Easter of 1910 while climbing with another 
party, the same week that Robertson was killed on Glydyr Fach. 8 In 
Easter 1911 he brought his Kandersteg guide, Gottfried Muller, to 
N. Wales, where they climbed many of the Welsh routes together. 

Although his first love was for the mountains he was also an excellent 
field naturalist, being particularly interested in ornithology and botany, 
and in his later years in mycology. Endowed with a good memory 
and a good ear and a great love of music, he applied these qualities to 
the field of natural history and accumulated a profound and accurate 
knowledge of bird song. In the English woodlands and in the Alps 
he could name every songster by ear alone. Among the various papers 
he wrote for other societies was an article on ' The Birds of the Alpine 
Regions,' in the Climbers' Club Journal of June 1923. 

His knowledge, not only of the mountains· and of nature, but also 
of music, languages and literature made him at all times a brilliant 
and inspiring companion. His charm and gentleness and, above all, 
his deep sincerity, will always remain a cherished memory to those 
who had the fortune to know him. 

GEOFFREY LATHAM CORBETT 

1881-1937 

W. D. 
S. B. D. 

SIR GEOFFREY CoRBETT's sudden death at Cairo on November 2, 1937, 
came as a shock, though perhaps not so much as a surprise, to his many 
friends. Those of us who had known him during the last few years 
knew of the great physical strain he was living under. It was ill-

a A.J. 25. 145-147· 
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health that deprived India of his brilliant administrative gifts about 
six years ago, at a time when it seemed certain that he was destined to 
become the Governor of a Province, and in the three short years during 
which he worked at Oxford he never really regained his health. 

Corbett was only elected a member of the Alpine Club in I9I6, after 
he had spent more than ten years in India. In his younger days he 
was already a sound rock climber, when he first went to Switzerland 
in 1898 at the age of 17 to examine the western districts of the Central 
Alps. In this first season he explored the Diablerets and Gemmi 
districts, climbing the Grand Moeveran and the Dent de Morcles, 
and finished up with some peaks and passes round Zermatt. In con
sequence of this early season he carried out the revision of sections 22 
and 23 of Ball's Alpine Guide, Part I. His next visit to the Alps was 
in 1901 while he was up at Oxford as a schol~r of Hertford. In that 
year he went to the Arolla district, where he made a traverse of the 
Aiguilles Rouges, besides various other climbs and tours to improve 
his knowledge of glaciers and ice. During the same period he also 
climbed a good deal in the Lake district and in Yorkshire, generally 
with Alfred Barran. 

Then came a long break. He took a double first in classics and passed 
into the Indian Civil. He was kept busy in India till after the War, 
with the exception of two short spells of leave in 1909 and 1912, the 
first of which was spent in the Lake district, and the second in the 
Alps before his marriage. In the Central Provinces of India, however, 
he found some consolation in devoting his spare time to exploring the 
lesser known parts of the Satpuras and the hills of the Saugor district. 
Once at least during the War he managed to get away to Kashmir and 
from the Liddar traversed the mountains to Ladakh, but his official 
duties never left him much leisure for organized expeditions. 

At the age of 37 he was already Director of Industries and Controller 
of Munitions in the Central Provinces during the last year of the War, 
and from then on responsible posts gave him little chance of climbing. 
His tact, sympathy, and wide knowledge of Indian affairs led to his 
selection for a number of appointments on deputation out of India, to 
South and East Africa in 1920, to the Washington Disarmament 
Conference in 192I, to the Fiji Islands in 1922, to South Africa again in 
I 926, to Geneva in I 929, and he was secretary to the British Indian 
delegation at both sessions of the Round Table Conference. Occasion
ally during these strenuous years he was able to put in a short season 
in the Alps. In the summer of 1921 he did a five weeks' tour with the 
late Sir Henry Hayden. The two had much in common and their 
outlook on mountain travel was very similar. Corbett's account of 
this joyous tour, wandering where they willed, is told in his short 
notice of Hayden after the accident on the N. arete of the Finsteraar
horn on August 13, 1923.9 He was in Switzerland again in 1922, 1925, 
and 1928, generally climbing or walking with local district guides. 

Corbett's vast capacity for work prevented him from ever becoming 

9 A.J. 35· 277-9, 317. 
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a great climber with a long list of peaks to his credit, and he preferred 
roaming to climbing in the technical sense. It was this preference 
that made him feel how much men stationed in India were missing 
with the Himalaya at their threshold. Stationed at Simla in I 926 as 
Secretary for Commerce and Industry, where his house looked north
wards to the snows, he was never tired of examining them in every 
light and of planning climbs and tours. It was then , that he began 
discussing with his friends the founding of a Himalayan Club. The 
project had often been discussed before ; in fact, the idea went back so 
far as 1866, when Drew and Johnson 10 first formally suggested it to the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, while Freshfield had made a similar proposal 
in the ALPINE JouRNAL in 1884. The idea had recurred to many, but, 
in the words of Corbett himself, ' it never took shape, not because the 
Club was not wanted, b!lt because in this land of endlessness it is only 
now and then that the two or three are gathered together.' 

Corbett was wise enough not to move until he was certain of support. 
He enlisted the sympathy of the Viceroy, Lord Irwin, of the Commander
in-Chief, Field-Marshal Sir William Birdwood, of the Governor of the 
Punjab, Sir Malcolm Hailey, of the Chief of the General Staff, the 
Surveyor General, the Director of the Geological Survey, Secretaries 
to Government, and those who counted in various other walks of life. 
When I was impatient, he used to say to me : ' Don't be in a hurry : 
it is the first step that counts.' And when at last we took that step and 
the first circular letter went out appealing for support, the response 
was immediate. From all over India and beyond, from Europe, Africa 
and America, replies came welcoming the Club. Almost all of our 
127 founder members had contributed or were able to contribute 
something to Himalayan knowledge and experience. Well advised 
and set on sure foundations, the Himalayan Club was formally inaugu
rated in Sir William Birdwood's room at Army Headquarters on 
February 17, 1928. It was Corbett's child. 

In those early days of the Club I saw much of him. Hardly a step . 
was taken without his sure guidance, and I felt that every move had 
been carefully planned long before. He seemed to have examined 
the whole route beforehand ; and though ill-health forced him to 
leave India for good in 1932, he never lost his early interest. Often in 
Oxford, where for a few years he filled the post of Reader in Indian 
History, we discussed the fortunes and future of the Himalayan Club, 
and any expeditions that were in the mountains. For a short time 
also he was Himalayan Club representative on the Mount Everest 
Committee, where his advice was always valuable. 

A man of boundless energy and with the capacity for taking infinite 
pains to do everything well, he never spared himself. With his liberal 
mind, he inspired trust and confidence, earning the respect and affection 
both of his Indian colleagues at the Round Table Conference and of 
his Egyptian colleagues during the last few years, when he was Adviser 
to the new Ministry of Commerce and Industry at Cairo. Twice, in 

10 A.J. 12. s8-6o, 107-8. 
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1936 and 1937, he returned from Egypt for short spells and visited his 
old haunts in Switzerland, off the beaten track with his rucksack and 
friendly umbrella, staying at a fresh place each night. They were his 
farewell to the mountains he loved. He had exhausted himself in his 
country's service. K. M. 

HUGH FREDERICK BOWER SHARP 

1897-1937 

IT was hard that fate with its untimely stroke should end such a career 
as that of Hugh Sharp. Life had come early to him, and when still 
a boy of eighteen, just from Rugby, he was caught in the maelstrom of 
the War. And here, as in all other walks of life he trod, he showed 
his ability and courage. In 1916 he joined the R.F.A. in France, and 
in March of that year became A.D.C. to General Wardrop. Later on 
he was with the XIV Corps in Italy where, as it had been in France, 
his chief work as reconnaissance officer checking up aeroplane photo
graphs involved much solitary night work in the front lines. Here, as 
always, he made his mark. He was mentioned three times in dis
patches and in French Army Orders, and was awarded the M.C. and 
Bar, Croix de Guerre and the Italian Order of Valour. 

Like all really busy men, Hugh Sharp found time for all he wanted 
to do and set for himself in everything a high standard of performance. 
With a boyis;h zest and a rare quality of concentration he applied him
self to the job on hand. When he climbed, he just climbed, and nothing 
else came into the picture, and so it was through all his life's activities. 

He joined the Club in 1923, having begun to climb just after the War 
with some of his older friends of the Scottish Mountaineering Club. 
Most of his time in the Alps he spent with J o.hn Scaramanga, who writes 
of him: 

'The first year of which I have any record was 1923. That summer he 
was first at Saas Fee in the Weissmies group and later on at Zermatt where 
he did the Ober Gabelhorn, Rothorn traverse, Mischabel traverse and 
several other climbs. In the following year he planned and carried out 
a cross-country trip through the Graians, climbing everything interesting 
on the way. The return journey was made from Val d'lsere to Cogne, 
traversing the Paradiso and finishing with the north ridge of the Grivola. 
The next year he was at Arolla where he traversed the Aiguilles Rouges, 
going over afterwards to Zermatt and taking the Matterhorn by the Z'mutt, 
Monte Rosa from the Grenz Glacier and traversing the Lyskamm. 

' In 1928 there was an expedition to Norway, and I think it was in 
the previous year that he went to Dauphine, where he traversed the Meije 
and the Ecrins and did a number of other good climbs. He went 
to Cortina in 1929, where his climbs included traverses of the Kleine 
Zinne, Vajolet Towers and Croda da Lago. Another year, of which I have 
no record, he was in the Bregaglia where I believe that he made a lot of 
first-class climbs. 

' In Austria in the spring of 1932 he made a cross-country journey on 
ski through the Oetztal, climbing most of the summits in the district, and 
in a later year he went to Yugoslavia where he traversed Triglav, climbed 
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a few rock p eaks in the Carnic Alps, and collected a vast number of wild 
flowers for his alpine garden. 

' He first took to skis about I 924, and thereafter he was always in the Alps 
for some part of the winter. He very quickly became an exceedingly fast 
runner even by modern standards in all sorts of snow conditions. At 
first he went to Murren, where he became a member of the Committee of 
the Kandahar Club, and h e also visited St. Anton, Kitzbiihel and St. 
Moritz, but his favourite district was round Klosters and Davos where he 
was a r egular visitor and \¥here h e took an active part in the development 
of ski-ing.' 

The breadth and variety of his interests took one's breath away. 
He was a keen hunting man, a yachtsman, a climber, a skier, a member 
of the Rules of Golf Committee, a keen gardener and all these over 
and above his life's work of finance. The two sides of his nature and 
of his achievement, the sportsman and the financier, seemed separate 
and opposed, but they blended happily to make Hugh Sharp. His 
very versatility was to some of his friends a regret in that it acted as 
a deterrent to his reaching that pinnacle which was always within his 
reach. His personal charm made its persistent appeal to all he came 
in contact with. His was the outlook on life : ' So much to do, so 
little done,' and what a lot he did manage to cram into forty years! 

We have lost Hugh Sharp, but his memory and his example are ours. 

c. w. w . 
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